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TSB TOPEC BACKGROUND 
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TSB TOPEC 

 
 
 

TSB TARANAKI OUTDOOR PURSUITS AND 
EDUCATION CENTRE 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 
ñTo promote personal development by providing quality Outdoor and 
Environmental Education courses primarily for the Secondary Schools of 
Taranaki and then the wider community.ò 
 
TSB TOPEC is a charitable Trust administered by a Board of Trustees.  The 
members are drawn from representatives of the Schools who use TSB TOPEC, 
Service Clubs and individuals co-opted for their particular skill or interest.  
 
TSB TOPEC endeavours to keep costs as low as possible so as to make the 
courses available to all participants.     
 
TSB TOPEC acknowledges the substantial contribution made by the TSB 
Community Trust, the Secondary Schools of Taranaki and the Lions, without whose 
help this would not be possible. 
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TSB TOPEC PHILOSOPHY 
 

TSB TOPECôs philosophy is built around the following concepts. 
 

Manaakitanga ï  

behavior that acknowledges the mana of others as having equal or greater importance than ones 
own 

Whanaungatanga ï 

 the óglueô that connects people to each other, shared experience, values, a sense of belonging, 
strengthen each member of the group 
 

Kaitiakitanga ï  

the protection and preservation of the gifts of our ancestors for future generations, or guardianship 
of the environment  
 
The range of courses will present the participants with a variety of new situations, activities and 
environments. These will present very real challenges. 
 
Through skill development, Instructor encouragement and support, it is anticipated that each 
participant will overcome these individual and group challenges. 
 
The results will be an increase in self-image and confidence, with a sense of satisfaction in having 
successfully completed a very real challenge. 
 
Participants will be made aware of these key times of self and group achievement. 
 
Activities are also run on a multi-level basis.  Participants remain challenged and can achieve a 
successful outcome irrespective of physical ability. 
 
TSB TOPEC concentrates on the natural settings of the bush, rivers, lakes, sea and mountains to 
provide these challenges. 
 
All activities are conducted with the appropriate safety equipment and operational procedures will 
be adhered to. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
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TSB TOPEC CONTACTS & PHONE LISTS 

 
 

 

 PHONE FAX 

TSB TOPEC office 06 758 0448 06 758 0448 

CAMP PHONE lodge 06 759 7499 

Email office@tsbtopec.co.nz 
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MANAGEMENT STAFF 

STEVE RALPH (DIRECTOR)  

steve@tsbtopec.co.nz 

  

KERRY WARNER ( OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR ) 

kerry@tsbtopec.co.nz 

 

 TBC ( SENIOR INSTRUCTOR ) 
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OTHER STAFF 
 
Other current permanent staff and their qualifications information is available as a download from 
our website 
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LOCATION 
TSB TOPEC is situated on the banks of the Waiwhakaiho River near the Mangorei 
Power Station and the Meeting of the Waters scenic reserve. 
 

Although only 8km from the centre of New Plymouth, the picturesque setting and 
distance from main roads give it an atmosphere of isolation and tranquillity. 
 

On site or within easy travelling distance are a variety of suitable environments for 
outdoor activities.  Mt Taranaki, the surrounding bush, rivers and sea are ideal 
locations for rock climbing, tramping and water sports. 
 

TSB TOPEC 
Hydro Road 
Off Junction Road 

New Plymouth 
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ACCOMMODATION / FACILITIES 

 
There are twelve cabins on site, each accommodating up to 8 participants.   

 
All food is provided.  The participants will be involved in the cooking and cleaning 
duties during the week. 
 
There are two separate ablution blocks, there is also a separate shower toilet / 
shower room which is wheel chair accessible.  
 
The main Lodge contains a lounge and dining area, the commercial kitchen and 
administration offices.  A large log fire provides winter warmth. 

  
 
The Davidson Lodge is used for presentations, classroom based activities and has 
Data Screen, TV and DVD player, Internet Access, Desks and Seating for 24+, and 
Kitchenette. This is an ideal facility for smaller or corporate groups. 
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Eco Leadership lodge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Constructed in 2012 from sustainable, reclaimed, local materials, the Eco leadership 
lodge is a high spec, solar powered accommodation option at TOPEC. The spacious 
living / meeting area is complimented with leather couches, gas fire, digital TV, data 
projector, blue ray player and surround sound. The Eco lodge is an ideal option for 
presentations, staff retreats and Team development groups.  
 

 

Other Facilities onsite include: 

     
9m high artificial 
Climbing / abseil 
Tower 

High ropes 
course 

Low ropes course 
And adventure 
based learning 

Bridge swing and 
DOC Reserve 

Swimming hole 
Waiwhakaiho 
river 
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TSB TOPEC TEACHERS / INSTRUCTORS ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

 
TSB TOPEC Instructors are on duty from 9.00am until activities are completed (approx 4.30pm).   
 
TSB TOPEC Instructors take full responsibility for participants safety and conduct whilst on 
activities. They will provide the duty of care required during this period. 
 
TSB TOPEC Instructors hold relevant Outdoor qualifications and are trained in the local 
environment, risk management and crisis management.  
 
Staff complete regular training and appraisals to ensure that safety is paramount and that TSB 
TOPEC policy is implemented effectively. 
 
At least two TSB TOPEC staff will be qualified teachers while others will have attended a 
recognised course of training.  
 
TSB TOPEC staff are experienced in assessment for NCEA and have workplace or teaching 
qualifications. 
 
Instructor / participant ratios will vary depending the nature of the activity, weather, group ability 
and other variables.  
 
For residential groups, generally one Instructor will be responsible for managing a group of 10 -15 
participants throughout the week.  Activities can then be modified to suit individual needs. Group 
size may vary dependant on the specific activity Standard Operation Procedure ( SOP ) 
 
No two weeks are the same and activities will be selected by individual Instructors to meet the 
needs of individual groups, weather and environmental conditions. 
 
Visiting adults / staff may wish to accompany groups on activities which is encouraged and will 
allow shared experiences to be taken away.  

 
Any adult / staff that participate in activities must adhere to the directions of the Instructors. 
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COURSE DETAIL 
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COURSES 

 
TSB TOPEC primarily caters for participants who attend a 5-day residential course.  Living 
together and sharing duties can be as great a challenge to some as the mountains, bush, river and 
sea.  
 
Other courses are available including skill development, professional development, adult and 
corporate team building 
 
The standard adventure course is designed to cater for Year 10 participants who are learning to 
accept responsibilities in very real adventure settings. See www.tsbtopec for more information 

 

SAFETY 

We work very hard at TSB TOPEC to manage Safety.  
 
We know this is a main consideration for many people. It is important to realise that the outdoors & 
activities carried out at TSB TOPEC contain risks that cannot be completely eliminated. We 
include this information so that participants are able to make an informed decision before a visit 
TSB TOPEC.  
 
We are fully informing and disclosing these risks to follow our philosophy of ñchallenge by choiceò. 
Participation in all activities is by personal choice. We have a comprehensive Safety Management 
System and have been awarded the Outdoors Marks Safety accreditation.  
 
TSB TOPEC is audited regularly by Outdoors Mark, by Maritime NZ and internally to ensure that 
our operation meets National Industry requirements. Documentation associated with specific 
activities is can be viewed on request.  
 
Other processes in place include a Crisis Action Plan - should any emergency arise. The Outdoors 
Mark Audit also looks at risk management, staff competency, staff training, accident reporting and 
equipment. All equipment and facilities are checked regularly and replaced as required.  

See the TSB TOPEC website or contact us directly for other Safety Information. 

POSSIBLE WEEK SCHEDULE FOR RESIDENTIAL GROUPS 

 
Any activity will be confirmed each day following a Staff Briefing where a number of factors will be 
considered ï the visiting group leader is invited to these briefings. These factors include but are 
not limited to: 

 
o Weather forecast 
o Recent weather 
o Rainfall 

mailto:steve@tsbtopec.co.nz
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o Free air freezing level 
o wind 
o Tides 
o Swell 
o Group physical ability 
o Group emotional ability 
o Group resilience 
o Medical conditions / students at risk 
o Fatigue of group 
o Staffing ability, competency and availability 

 
Participants will be informed of activities, environmental factors, hazards and the nature of 
activities disclosed at the start of each day. The information of the dayôs activities can be relayed 
to parents as required by the visiting Group leader. 
 
The attached Schedule is indicative only and may be adjusted daily to include alternative activities. 
However, it forms the basis of a typical week. For other possible activities please see our Activity 
section on our website. 

POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES  

 
Activities may include but are not limited to: 
 

o White Water Rafting 
o adventure based learning 
o kayaking 
o canoeing 
o river bugging 
o raft building 
o high ropes, low ropes 
o outdoor climbing wall 
o abseiling 
o rogaine, orienteering 
o tramping 
o camping 
o mountaineering, snow caving 
o body boarding, kayak surfing 
o sea kayaking 
o mutli-night camps 
o caving 
o dam dropping 
o mud run 
o team building. 

 
Please note that activities may be seasonal and not available all year round. 
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SCHEDULE EXAMPLE  

 
Possible week  Morning    Afternoon  

      Options  

Monday 
Staff meeting 

Set up prep,  Medicals  
risk disclosure 
Arrival talk 
Briefing 
Cabin 
allocation 
Orientation 

Mud run- 
whole group 

 Semi 
accompanied 

High ropes 
course 

Adventure 
based learning ï
team building  

Tuesday  Options    Options  

Staff meeting River Safety 
Survival swim 
Throw 
bagging 

Rogaine  Surfing ï east 
end beach 

 Rogaine Semi 
accompanied 

High ropes 
course 

Wednesday  Options    Options  

Staff meeting  River / raft trip tramp  Rogaine Semi 
accompanied 

High ropes 
course 

Thursday  Options    Overnight Trip  

Staff meeting 
Group Clean up 

Camp prep Bridge swing rogaine  Camp Huts TOPEC 

Friday Return to 
TOPEC 

Pack up Student 
debrief 

  Staff debrief Leave 

        

 
NB* 
Where practicable, river activities can only be undertaken after the group completes a river safety 
programme including the water craft to be used. Students that do not participate may not go on the 
river. Those deemed to be at risk must be managed appropriately ï in a raft with a guide, or no go. 
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OTHER COURSES 

UNIT STANDARD / ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD COURSES. 

TSB TOPEC is: 

  

Our staff at TOPEC include Registered Teachers who have extensive experience with NCEA / 
standards based assessment. Taranaki Schools have used our expertise in delivering and 
assessing these courses since the late 1990ôs.  

We are able to act as assessors for your School using approved consent to assess units or act as 
evidence gathers for work towards specific units. A contract for services and / or Memorandum of 
Understanding is required to formalise these type of courses..  

Achievement standards using Outdoor Education as a context can be included in a course 
schedule - risk management is one of many such AS. Some Physical Education standards can 
modified to use differing Outdoor Activities to assess against national performance criteria ï rock 
climbing. 

LEADERSHIP 

The objectives of this course are:  

�x Develop Leadership skills / Work as a member of a team 
�x Recognise the needs and strengths of others 
�x Make decisions and accepting the consequences 

This is an excellent course for developing and identifying Leaders within an Organisation /  School. 
Participants are better informed on the Leadership strengths that they possess and understand 
how these attributes can be used effectively as a Participants Leader within the school situation. 

ADULT ADVENTURE 

Exciting,  breathtaking, invigorating, eye-opening, enlightening. Words canôt begin to explain the 
appeal of our action-packed, fun-filled multi-activity courses. Whether you stay for a weekend or a 
full five days youôre sure to have the time of your life trying out a variety of adventure sports 
including rock climbing, abseiling, rafting, kayaking, caving, orienteering and mountain walking. 
Youôll have a chance to feel what itôs like to plunge through foaming rapids in a raft, abseil 
effortlessly down a cliff face, learn the graceful art of caving and work against the clock as you 
search for hidden markers using only a finely detailed map and compass.  
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